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Debbie Maluina, an Island Air customer service agent, managed a smile and a goodbye wave to a 


departing employee Friday during the airline’s last day of operation. 


Airline employees’ emotional 
final day filled with uncertainty 


By Dave Segal 


dsegal@staradvertiser.com 


sland Air employees — shocked, 
saddened and resilient — car- 
ried out their final day of work 
Friday still reeling from the pre- 
vious day’s announcement that the 
37-year-old company would be shut- 
ting down a minute after midnight. 

They checked in arriving travel- 
ers with a smile, waved aloha to de- 
parting passengers and assisted 
those to the curb needing wheel- 
chair assistance. 

But make no mistake about it, 
there was much uncertainty as they 
met throughout the day with the 
company’s human resources depart- 
ment and the rapid-response team 
from the state Department of Labor 
and Industrial Relations. 


Glenda Aki, who had been with Is- 
land Air for 17 years as both a flight 
attendant and customer service 
agent, finally caved in to the emo- 
tion of the moment after exiting a 
meeting at the Honolulu commuter 
terminal where employees were in- 
structed on how to file for unem- 
ployment benefits. 

“This is the first time I've actually 
cried, because I've tried to hold it 
back,” Aki said. “It’s very emotional 
because I’m going to miss my 
co-workers. They’re the best 
co-workers you can ever have.” 

She said she was appreciative the 
Labor Department workers came 
out on a holiday to offer information 
to the 423 Island Air employees who 
are losing their jobs. 


Please see AIRLINE, A7 
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cried, because 
I’ve tried to hold 
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Glenda Aki 
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of 17 years 
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Five-O’ stars 
shine at Sunset 


CBS rolled out the red carpet for the 
stars of its “Hawaii Five-0” crime drama 
Friday night in Waikiki to the delight of 
the estimated 5,000 to 6,000 fans at the 


Sunset on the Beach affair. Alex 


O’Loughlin Steve McGarrett) took a sel- 
fie with fans. Beachfront screenings of 
“Five-0” episodes before they air nation- 
ally have become a tradition for the 
show, now in its eighth season of filming 
in Hawaii. Find a story and gallery of 


photos at staradvertiser.com. 
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The ‘Bows open 
their season with 
an 82-70 win over 
Arkansas-Pine 
Bluff 
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Rainbow Wahine 
basketball team 
loses in Portland 
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Pearl Harbor 
survivor on a 
mission to identify 
‘unknowns’ buried 
at Punchbowl 
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New Kakaako 
affordable rental 
complex is off 

to a slow start 
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Increase 
in HART 
board 
raises 
concerns 


The legality of adding 
four more members 
to the rail agency's 
panel is in question 


By Marcel Honoré 
mhonore@staradvertiser.ccom 


The board overseeing Ha- 
waii’s largest-ever, multibil- 
lion-dollar public works 
project grew this week by 
four members — but city 
and state leaders continue 
to debate whether that in- 
crease was even legal. 

Wesley Machida, Kalbert 
Young, Kamani Kuala‘au and 
Tobias “Toby” Martin all 
joined the Honolulu Author- 
ity for Rapid Transportation 
board during its meeting 
Monday. Their addition 
comes as part of Act 1 — the 
state’s latest, $2.5 billion 
rail-funding bailout. 

Gov. David Ige and legisla- 
tive leaders hope their pres- 
ence — even as nonvoting 
members — will bring 
added scrutiny and build 
public confidence in rail fol- 
lowing three years of star- 
tling cost increases. 

The expansion boosts the 
HART board to 14 from 10 
seats. However, Honolulu’s 
City Charter states the 
board can have only 10 
seats. 

That puts the city’s 
mayor, Kirk Caldwell, ina 
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